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Self-Reflection
The picture represents the rape of Lucretia by Sextus, the son of Rome's last king Lucius Tarquinius Superbus (Hutchings, 2017). Lucretia committed suicide as a result of the incident to avoid shame since she was married. This picture tells a lot about the ancient monarchy of Rome. First, I reflect on the time of the enactment of the Roman Empire sexual assault laws. These laws were established by the first emperor Augustus with evident double standards. I believe that Lucretia took her life for fear of these laws that allowed men to have sex with prostitutes but not with widowed or unmarried patrician women. In contrast, ladies were banned from engaging in sexual acts with anyone outside of the marital relationship. 
Going by the point that raped women would not push charges themselves according to the law of iniuria, it tells me that the only option Lucretia had to avoid embarrassment was killing herself. I find this law extremely ambiguous and gender discriminative for barring someone from reporting a crime to the authorities because of gender. I equally acknowledge the miseries women underwent during these times in the hands of the irresponsible men who outrightly took advantage of the inefficient Roman Monarch laws. 
Also, reflecting on the picture brings into light the issue of patriarchy. The rape and the death of Lucretia indicate the level of disparities in law enforcement which was oppressive on women and flexible on the men side (Hutchings, 2017). Lucretia may have thought that seeking legal justice would be irrelevant and unmeaningful due to the nature of her society. This women inferiority is still prevalent in the Roman communities to date despite the overthrow of the Roman Empire after the death of Lucretia.
The picture represents a very delicate situation that was created by the incident. Here, the raped girl was married, which meant she would be burned if the case surfaced. Again, the offender was the son of the ruler of the empire. This reality implied that details of his involvement would possibly cause chaos. Therefore, I believe that Lucretia illustrated immense courage to take a step toward revealing the truth by sacrificing her life. Although some would argue that Lucretia's actions were a show of cowardice, I think she strongly exhibited women courage. After extensive reflection on the picture and the issues surrounding it, I would conclude that Lucretia was the chief architect of creating a Roman republic.
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